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An Act To Encourage
the Purchase of
Local Foods for
Public Schools




Local Produce Fund | Local Foods Fund

Maximum reimbursed $5,000 or $5,500*

per district per SY

$1,000 or $1,500"

*with local foods training *with local foods training

Local ingredients that
yqualify

Produce, value-added dairy,
protein or minimally pro-
cessed foods

Produce, minimally pro-
cessed produce

Where schools can
purchase local
ingredients

Directly from a farmer,
farmers' cooperative, local
food hub, local food proces-
sor or food service distribu-
tor in the State

Directly from farmer,
farmers’ cooperative, or
local food hub

"Minimally processed” “Minimally processed” means

Definition of “minimally
processed”

means only the washing,
cleaning, trimming,
drying, sorting, and pack-
aging of food items or a
combination of those
activities

only the washing, cleaning,
trimming, peeling, slicing,
drying, sorting, refrigerat-
ing, freezing and packaging
of food items or a combina-
tion of those activities




Value-added dairy




only the washing, cleaning,
trimming, peeling, slicing,
drying, sorting, refrigerating,

freezing and packaging of food
items or a combination of
those activities.




Where can
schools buy local
ingredients?

»Farmer
»Cooperative

»Food hub

»Local food processor
»Food distributor



Farmer or Farm Cooper

How to find your farmer:

DOE Child Nutrition’s
Farm and Sea to School
Coordinator

Get Real Maine
directory

Harvest of the Month
map of producers

Visit your farmers’
market

Local Harvest website



When visiting a farm...

Things to remember when visiting a farm:
»Call ahead

»Respect the boundaries: farms are often
businesses and homes

»Park in designated areas

»Dress prepared

»Pick only what you are invited to
»Mind your feet



Food Hub

' » According to the USDA’s Regional
Food Hub Resource Guide, a foo
hub is a “business or organization
that actively manages the

aggregation, distribution, and
marketing of course-identified
food products primarily from loc
and regional producers to
strengthen their ability to satis

| )\ : wholesale, retail, and instituti
B e ‘,;;,-f;v_ Vo demand.”
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Performance Food Group
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Make sure that all items

Ma] ne are from Maine - no

exceptions, and no

Di St ri b U to I'S substitutions!



Tomatoes first originated from a wild
species from the Andes Mountains in
Seuth America, but were intreduced to
Narth America fram Europe. Though
the tomatoes we are most familiar with

today are red, histarians suspsct that Maine Harvest of the Month

209
. . . S
r‘ckg {Or Gﬁm Kl dg fO ey ok s ot it e Lol
There are many varieties n.'llzrrxlurs in inl‘&c,
ranging in size and color—from smal i
yellow pear-shaped cherry lomatoes to potassium, and are a
= |arge heart-shaped heirloom varieties. good source of fiber.

ke OVE Tomatoes &
Kids love chips and salsvat : Make fresh k“f’m m

Liven up a sandwich!

NUTRITION
CHERRY TOMATO AND CORN SALAD —————————

2 cup SERVINGS

Tomato guacamole bites!

Add fresh tomatoes to cooked sauce!

FRESH SALSA

s cup SERVINGS

HOM Tomato Training HOM Tomato Training: Cherry Tomato & Corn Salad

0 views - Aug 25, 2020 1l UKE I DISLIKE

5 + Aug 23, 202 LIKE I DISLIKE

Local Foods Training
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The Maine Harvest of the Month (HOM) is a campaign th
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the use of seasonally available, local products in schools, institutions, a

communities. The program, which highlights a different Maine product é&:

month, aims to provide students with local and healthy produce, whils
supporting Maine’s farmers and producers.



HOM Program Objectives

» Serve more local Maine products in schools, childcare sites, and sum

» Expose children to new and healthy foods
» Educate children on seasonality and where their food comes from
» Support local producers & Maine’s economy

» Improve meal participation by offering fresh and delicious food

[

MAINE

HOMESE of the month
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HOM Pledge—expectations

Harvest of the Month - Schools

» Pledge online

» Serve the local HOM product Take the Harvest of the Month Pledge!
at least 2x per month
(local = Maine grown or
caught)

Maine Harvest of the Month Pledge
SY2022

Join the Maine Harvest of the Month (HOM) program and take the pledge and join
dozens of school districts in bringing more healthy, local food to Maine students
while supporting Maine farmers and producers!

» Display promotional HOM
materials provided by DOE

* Required

Send us photos and stories!

Email *

Your email




_ New HOM Material!
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Month

Product

January

Maine Potatoes

February

Maine Root Vegetables

Maine Protein

May

Maine Dairy

Maine Wild Blueberries

© e June

Maine Leafy Greens

July

Maine Summer Squash

August

September

. Maine Cucumbers

October

Movember

December




Robin Kerber

592-0820
Robin.Kerber@maine.gov @l 2




